Results and Discussion
Respiration rate The respiration rate of asparagus (intact spears, top and bottom portions) stored at 25t is shown in Fig 1. Respiration rates of all samples declined during the first 2 days of storage and increased subsequently until the end of the storage period. The respiration rates in asparagus spears were significantly different among intact and different portions of the spears. The rate the of top portion was over 2 or 3 times greater than that of the bottom portion or intact spears, respectively. This reflects a major gradient in metabolic activity along the spear8) , with apical tissue involved in active cell division and the initial stages of cell elongation showing the highest respiration rate1)4> 
